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Colorado Book Award Winners Announced May 21    

 

GREENWOOD VILLAGE, CO  Winners of the 2016 Colorado Book Awards were 
announced and read briefly on Saturday, May 21, at a celebration event held at 
the Parker Arts, Culture & Events Center in Parker, CO. Over 175 people enjoyed the 
readings, book sales and signings and the reception that followed the program. A 
Lifetime Achievement award was presented to Kent Haruf, author of Plainsong, a finalist 
for the National Book Award, and Eventide, Benediction, and Our Souls at Night, among 
other works. His family accepted the posthumous award. 

 
Anthology 
Stories of Music, Volume 1 edited by Holly E. Tripp (Timbre Press) 
 
Children’s Literature 
A Chicken Followed Me Home! Questions and Answers about a Familiar Fowl by Robin 
Page (Beach Lane Books) 
 
Creative Nonfiction 
Grow: Stories from the Urban Food Movement by Stephen Grace (Bangtail Press) 
 
General Nonfiction 
Rust: The Longest War by Jonathan Waldman (Simon & Schuster) 
 
Historical Fiction 
The Shepherdess of Siena: A Novel of Renaissance Tuscany by Linda Lafferty (Lake Union 
Publishing) 
 
History 
Colorado: A Historical Atlas by Thomas J. Noel (University of Oklahoma Press) 
 
Juvenile Literature 
The Lightning Queen by Laura Resau (Scholastic Press) 
 
Literary Fiction 
How To Walk Away by Lisa Birman (Spuyten Duyvil) 
 



Mystery 
The Reckoning Stones: A Novel of Suspense by Laura DiSilverio (Midnight Ink) 
 
Pictorial 
Colorado’s Yampa River: Free Flowing and Wild from the Flat Tops to the Green by John 
Fielder and Patrick Tierney (John Fielder Publishing) 
 
Poetry 
The Octopus Game by Nicky Beer (Carnegie Mellon University Press) 
 
Science Fiction/Fantasy 
Clockwork Lives by Kevin J. Anderson and Neil Peart (ECW Press) 
 
Short Story Collection 
Night in Erg Chebbi and Other Stories by Edward Hamlin (University of Iowa Press) 
 
Thriller 
The Comfort of Black: A Novel by Carter Wilson (Oceanview Publishing) 
 
Young Adult 
Fig by Sarah Elizabeth Schantz (Margaret K McElderry Books) 
 
Lifetime Achievement 
Kent Haruf 

About Colorado Humanities 
Celebrating its 42nd year, and its 12th year as host for the Colorado Center for the Book, 
Colorado Humanities is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit affiliated with the National Endowment for 
the Humanities, the Center for the Book in the Library of Congress, the Smithsonian 
Institution, and the national award-winning educational nonprofit Motheread, Inc. With 
offices in the Denver Technological Center (7935 East Prentice Avenue Suite 
450, Greenwood Village, 80111) Colorado Humanities works with local partners 
throughout the state to design and implement educational programs that best meet 
each community’s needs. Colorado Humanities' goals are to improve education, 
strengthen cultural institutions, and enrich community life by inspiring the people of 
Colorado to explore ideas and appreciate our diverse heritage. To learn more, 
visit coloradohumanities.org or call 303.894.7951. 

 
<end> 

Interviews with winners and finalists, book covers, headshots, and event photos and 
video are available upon request to Bess Maher, Program Coordinator, 303 894 7951 
x19 or bess@coloradohumanities.org. 

 

 


