High Plains Chautauqua
Encore! Celebrating 20 Years of Living History
In 2019, High Plains Chautauqua will celebrate 20 years of bringing history to life, when eight memorable figures will appear on stage August 5-8. Chautauqua offers a unique blend of theatre, history, and the humanities under the big tent where audiences meet and engage in conversation with personalities from the past. The event takes place on the Aims Community College campus. All events are free and open to the public.
 
Reflected in our theme “Encore! Celebrating 20 Years of Living History,” this year’s program will bring back audience favorites who performed in Greeley once or more in the past 20 years. Representing multiple time periods and disciplines, the contributions of these characters helped to shape the destiny of our nation.

New This Year
 
In addition to sharing the scholarship of historical characters, Chautauqua will add a community conversation on Friday, August 9, following this year’s program, offering the audience an opportunity to engage in a guided discussion of issues from our history that remain controversial today.

MONDAY, AUGUST 5
KICKOFF RECEPTION

5:30 - 7:00 p.m.
Next to the Big Tent

Aims Community College
5401 West 20th Street

By invitation only for sponsors, Chautauqua scholars, Young Chautauquans, presenters, and volunteers
Buffet sponsored by Cables Pub & Grill
Become a High Plains Chautauqua donor and you, too, will be invited to this lively annual kickoff.  While the kickoff reception is by invitation, all other programs are free and open to the public.
Music by The Hoagies





 
The Hoagies perform the great music of The American Century, focusing on swing favorites from Louis Armstrong, Nat King Cole, Billie Holiday, Louis Jordan, and the great songwriting talent Hoagy Carmichael. The combo has performed up and down the Front Range since 2004, and they are thrilled to make their fifth appearance at High Plains Chautauqua. Three members of the band will perform for Chautauqua – Scott Johnson leading on guitar, Bill Pontarelli shining on clarinet, and Dave Ball providing the foundation on string bass.
YOUNG CHAUTAUQUA CAMEOS 
Under the Big Tent

Aims Community College
5401 West 20th Street
Monday, Aug. 5
7 p.m.
Hayden Hein as Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain
Tuesday, Aug. 6
7 p.m.
Witt Mathews as Gustav Eiffel
Aven McCall as Martha “Patsy” Jefferson Randolph
Wednesday, Aug. 7
7 p.m.

Grace Stevens as Nelly Bly
Thursday, Aug. 8
7 p.m.

Martin Lahman as Franklin Delano Roosevelt

MONDAY, AUGUST 5
EVENING PROGRAMS
7:00 - 9:15 p.m. Under the Big Tent

Aims Community College
5401 W. 20th Street

7:00 - 7:15 p.m.

Young Chautauqua cameo
Hayden Hein as Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain
7:15 p.m.
John James Audubon (1785 – 1851)
by Brian “Fox” Ellis
8:20 p.m.
Harriet Tubman (c. 1820 – 1913))
by Becky Stone

Sponsored by High Plains Library District
TUESDAY, AUGUST 6 

Ed Beaty Theater, Aims Community College. 5401 W. 20th St.
8:00 - 9:15 a.m. 

Coffee & Conversation with Chautauquans Brian “Fox” Ellis, Becky Stone, and Young Chautauquan  Hayden Hein
9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Thoreau’s ‘Civil Disobedience’: Civil or Uncivil, Moral or Immoral? 
Kevin Radaker

In July of 1846, Thoreau was arrested for nonpayment of his poll tax to the state, a tax that he had refused to pay in protest against the government’s support of slavery.  The events surrounding Thoreau’s arrest inspired his “Civil Disobedience” (1849), one of the most famous and influential essays of political reform ever written by an American.  Because he believed that the individual conscience is a more reliable test of a truth than the voice of the majority, Thoreau urged anyone to follow conscience rather than the law when convinced that a law is unjust.  His powerful argument urging action based upon moral principle and individual nonviolent resistance against the state has inspired many great reformers and political activists, including Mahatma Gandhi and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  This presentation will focus on the central role of the conscience in Thoreau’s argument, as well as the transcendental concept of the “higher law.” 
All those attending the presentation will receive a handout containing key passages from scholarly analyses and from Thoreau’s essay to consider in this context.
10:45 - 11:45 a.m.

Human Rights, Born of War




Susan Marie Frontczak 


 
The United Nations came into being in response to the devastation of the Second World War.  One of the works of the U.N. with the most wide-ranging influence has been the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), which outlines what rights every human being has that should never be violated.  Here’s your chance to become familiar with some of those influences.  What rights would you list that you believe belong to every person?  The rights that you come up with will be mapped to and/or compared to the rights in the UDHR.   
1:00 - 2:00 p.m.

Harriet Tubman’s Bag of Tricks




Becky Stone as Harriet Tubman






Tubman will tell us what she carried in her bag in order to be prepared for the journey on the Underground Railroad.  She’ll share stories about strategies and close calls.  We will debunk a few myths and gain insight into Tubman's faith, courage, and ingenuity. We will also explore, through discussion and activities, how we can follow her example in our daily lives.
2:15 - 3:15 p.m.

Mark Twain and Race in America, 
An Illustrated Talk and Discussion





George Frein









Samuel Clemens grew up in the pre-Civil War South. He was a steamboat pilot on the Mississippi when war broke out.  To avoid the draft, he went west to Nevada and California for the duration of the war and there he began to write under the pen name Mark Twain.  His first books were written during Reconstruction, but the bulk of his work was written and published during the Jim Crow era. 

Racism was everywhere in Twain’s America and his writing is a good place to look at it and see what it says about the nation still emerging from those days. This illustrated talk will examine some of Twain’s writing about race as a way for us to think about race today. Some of Twain’s work reflects white racial prejudice at his time. Some of his writing was critical of prevailing white prejudice and racial stereotypes. Perhaps most interesting, however, is what Twain wrote about those African Americans he knew and how they influenced his depiction of them in his fiction.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 6
EVENING PROGRAMS 
5:45 - 9:15 p.m.

Under the Big Tent

Aims Community College
5401 W. 20th Street

5:45 - 6:40 p.m.

True Review Duo
True Review is a musical duo featuring Craig Nelsen on guitar and Penny Boucher on ukulele. Their captivating harmonies transform love songs by such artists as Nat King Cole, Dean Martin, Petula Clark and Olivia Newton-John into toe tapping fun songs. If the song has a hook and brings joy, it's a candidate for True Review.
7:00 - 7:15 p.m.

Young Chautauqua cameos
Witt Mathews as Gustav Eiffel
Aven McCall as Martha “Patsy” Jefferson Randolph
7:15 p.m.
Thomas Jefferson (1743 – 1826) 
by Bill Barker 

Sponsored by The Tointon Family Foundation
8:20 p.m.
Marie Curie (1867 – 1934)
by Susan Marie Frontczak
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7 
FAMILY PROGRAM

7:00 - 8:30 a.m.

Let’s Go Birding with Audubon!
Brian “Fox” Ellis as John James Audubon
Ages 8 and up

Meet at 6:45 a.m. at the Poudre Learning Center, 8313 West F St.
Birding with Audubon Opens the Gateway to the Outdoors    
Brian “Fox” Ellis as John James Audubon
Join Mr. Audubon on a unique bird watching adventure as he regales listeners with his in-depth observations of the species we happen to see along the trail. Please bring your binoculars, a smart phone or tablet, a bird guide, walking shoes, and your innate curiosity about the wild world as we immerse ourselves in the number one hobby in America. We shall explore ways to deepen your bird watching skills while also contributing to a great citizen science data collection process that is making a difference in the health of the planet and influencing policy decisions. We will also explore ways of sharing this hobby with your kids and grandkids, getting the next generation hooked on birding and more engaged with the wild world. Ironically, we will use our small screens to get away from the large screens and spend more time in the wild.

Ed Beaty Hall, Aims Community College
5401 W. 20th St.

8:00 - 9:15 a.m. 

Coffee & Conversation with Chautauquans Bill Barker, Susan Marie Frontczak, and Young Chautauquans Witt Mathews and Aven McCall
9:30 - 10:30 a.m.







Audubon and the Modern Environmental Movement

Brian “Fox” Ellis as John James Audubon
Brian “Fox” Ellis will begin the dialogue in character, sharing insight from the writings of Audubon, and then step out of character to sing the praises of the one whom many hail as the founder of the environmental movement. Audubon’s words are still relevant, and his essays are prophetic when speaking about our current ecological crisis. Henry David Thoreau. Teddy Roosevelt, and Rachel Carson have sung his praises. And though Audubon is most often acknowledged for his art, his scientific research and ecological discoveries are still being rediscovered by modern scientists. He was the first to band birds in North America, the first to chart bird migrations, and the first to connect habitat loss to the decline of species. Ellis will engage participants in a lively discussion of the history of our relationships with wilderness and our future choices.

10:45 - 11:45 a.m. 
Not Separation “of” Church and State, nor Freedom “of” Religion
Bill Barker as Thomas Jefferson




Mr. Jefferson explains the original intend of his statement in his letter to the “Danbury Baptists,” and the precise word choice in the title of his Statute of Virginia For Religious Freedom. Modern misconceptions continue to fuel debate and animosity over freedom FOR religion.

1:00 - 2:00 p.m. 




Marie Curie’s Legacy





Susan Marie Frontczak


What happened after Marie Curie got her two Nobel Prizes?  Did she make any other interesting discoveries?  What did she find?  How did this link to her daughter’s Nobel Prize in Chemistry in 1935?  How did her shift from strict experimental work to managing a laboratory specifically promote women’s entry into science?  What is happening today that can be directly traced to her guidance and vision?  

2:15 - 3:15 p.m.    
 


Harriet Tubman: Union Spy





Becky Stone as Harriet Tubman 
This story is seldom told and offers a new perspective on Tubman. Tubman set up a spy ring that enabled her to plan and lead the Combahee River Raid with Union officers.  They took two gunboats and 350 black Union troops up a river filled with torpedoes, destroyed rice plantations, and freed 750 slaves without losing one soldier. Exploring this gives us insight into the role of women and the black experience during the Civil War.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7
YOUNG CHAUTAUQUA PRESENTATIONS  


Under the Big Tent
Aims Community College
5401 W. 20th St.
9:00 a.m. - noon, 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.

ALL AGES







High Plains Chautauqua is proud to present our Young Chautauqua scholars. These students have spent months reading, researching, and presenting their characters to different audiences. Young Chautauqua is a Colorado Humanities program that has been developed and supported by Greeley-Evans School District 6 since the program began 19 years ago. Approximately 15,366 local students have participated, either as audience members or by researching and presenting a character.

This school year, 1,520 students participated in 22 school programs. Teachers at each participating school worked with Young Chautauqua scholars. In addition, a Colorado Humanities-trained coach, “Dr. Research” (Dr. Ron Edgerton, UNC Professor Emeritus of history) and local coaches worked with students and teachers to teach the Young Chautauqua model of learning history and to refine presentation skills of those who chose to present a character. Today’s portrayals are a sampling of the talented students who researched and developed a wide and interesting array of historic characters.





WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7
EVENING PROGRAMS 

5:45 - 9:15 p.m.
Under the Big Tent

Aims Community College
5401 W. 20th St.
5:45 - 6:40 p.m.
Rusty 44








Representing all four corners of the American land, Rusty 44 brings a unique style of acoustic music to Colorado's Front Range. The band represents the true spirit of bluegrass with its members' variety of ages and twangy instruments. They're dedicated to spreading the roots of original bluegrass and Americana by performing toe-tapping, feel-good music featuring some fiery flat-picking, fiddle playing, and mandolin strumming. 
7:00 - 7:15 p.m.
Young Chautauqua Cameo 
Grace Stevens as Nelly Bly
7:15 p.m.
HENRY DAVID THOREAU (1817 – 1862)
by Kevin Radaker
Sponsored by Roche Constructors, Inc.
8:20 p.m.
THEODORE ROOSEVELT (1858 – 1919)
by Doug  Mishler
THURSDAY, AUGUST 8

Ed Beaty Hall, Aims Community College

5401 W. 20th St.
8:00 - 9:15 a.m. 
Coffee & Conversation with Chautauquans Kevin Radaker, Doug Mishler, and Young Chautauquan Grace Stevens
9:30 - 10:30 a.m.


 
Enlightenment vs. Raw Head and Bloody Bones


Bill Barker as Thomas Jefferson

Mr. Jefferson explains his efforts to establish a universal system of education in the midst of severe opposition to the idea of government forcing its own concept of education upon the public. He reflects upon the influence his former teachers have had on him through life and wishes such an opportunity could be for ALL children.

FAMILY PROGRAM

10:45 - 11:45 am     






“The Adventures of Tom Sawyer as Told by the Elderly Mark Twain” 
George Frein as Mark Twain





Mark Twain will appear in this daytime program as the old man he is.  He will tell stories he told about boys and girls in his famous book, The Adventures of Tom Sawyer.  He wants to do this because he thinks that stories about boys and girls like Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn and Becky Thatcher will entertain young people.  He also thinks that adults will be reminded of what rascals they were when they were boys and girls. This program will suggest that none of us are as young nor as old as we sometimes think we are. 

1:00 - 2:00 p.m.

Theodore Roosevelt:  Speak Softly and Carry a Big Stick        
Doug Mishler 

This workshop will examine Theodore Roosevelt complexity as a man who passionately embraced civil discourse and diplomacy, but also felt the use of the Big Stick of conflict was sometimes unavoidable.  The complexity of the man is clear in that he won both the Medal of Honor and the Nobel Peace Prize — the only man to do so.
2:15 - 3:15 p.m.   






Film Sense









David Caldwell
Join film expert David Caldwell to explore several innovations in film art that allow the movies to tickle, tantalize, and tease us. Through clips and conversation, we’ll investigate how film can appeal to our senses, and in turn how we can make more sense of film. The presentation includes a few favorite movie topics from past Chautauqua conversations, as well as lots of new material. 

Dr. David Caldwell recently retired from the faculty of the University of Northern Colorado, where he co-founded the interdisciplinary Film Studies program and taught German language, literature and film. In addition to his work with international cinema, David considers ways in which American films help tell national narratives. He is on the board of directors of Greeley’s Go West Film Festival, a celebration of Western movies, and he also frequents other film festivals such as South by Southwest and Telluride. 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 8
EVENING PROGRAMS 
6:00 - 9:15 p.m.
Under the Big Tent
Aims Community College 
5401 W. 20th St. 

6:00 - 6:45 p.m.
The Matt Pack






The Matt Pack is the real deal. With Matthew Arguello a.k.a. The Big Kahuna, at the helm singing the hits of Sinatra, Martin, Bennett, and many, many more, this band features the smoothest crooner you never heard. 

7:00 - 7:15 p.m.
Young Chautauqua Cameo
Martin Lehman as Franklin Delano Roosevelt
7:15 p.m. 

ELEANOR ROOSEVELT (1884 – 1962) 
by Susan Marie Frontczak
8:20 p.m.
MARK TWAIN (1835 – 1910)
by George Frein
FRIDAY, AUGUST 9
Atlas Theater, 709  16th St.
Off-street parking is available behind the Christian Congregational Church, 7th Avenue and 16th Street.  Access the parking lot from 7th Avenue.
8:00 - 9:15 a.m. 
Coffee & Conversation with Chautauquans Susan Marie Frontczak, George Frein, and Young Chautauquan Martin Lahman
Coffee provided by Atlas Church and Family of Christ Presbyterian Church

9:30 - 9:50 a.m.

Thoreau: Underpinnings of Wilderness Preservation and Environmentalism

Kevin Radaker 



Since the middle of the twentieth century and the advent of environmental history as a field of study, Henry David Thoreau has been increasingly identified as America’s first environmentalist prophet.  Throughout most of his writings, he offered an eloquent celebration of nature that has inspired many environmental advocates and writers, including John Muir, Edward Abbey, and Wendell Berry.  This presentation will focus upon those passages within Thoreau’s writings that reveal the philosophical and ecological reasons undergirding his exuberant defense of the wild and the wilderness. All those attending the presentation will receive a handout containing key passages from scholarly analyses and from Thoreau’s writings to consider in this context.
9:50 - 10:10 a.m.

Theodore Roosevelt and the Modern Environmental Debate  

Doug Mishler 






This presentation will focus on the critical ideals Roosevelt had about how nature and man interacted, how his conservation differed from preservation, and how in large measure he launched the modern environmental debate. This discussion will also touch on powerful questions about American values including the sanctity of property rights, individual rights versus public rights, and the natural conflict between capitalistic individualism and the group interests. 

10:10 - 11:00 a.m.

A Strong Economy and Healthy Environment -- Can We Have Both?
A community conversation about the current energy and environment debate, following presentation of historical perspectives from Henry David Thoreau and Theodore Roosevelt.
Moderated by Tom Cech.
Tom Cech was born and raised on a farm near Clarkson, Nebraska, graduated from Kearney State College with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Math Education, and later received a Masters Degree in Community and Regional Planning from the University of Nebraska – Lincoln. He was Executive Director of the Central Colorado Water Conservancy District in Greeley, taught water undergraduate and graduate level water resources courses at the University of Northern Colorado and Colorado State University, and is now the Co-Director of the One World One Water (OWOW) Center at Metropolitan State University of Denver. 

Tom wrote Principles of Water Resources: History, Development, Management and Policy, published by John Wiley & Sons - currently in its 4th edition and translated into Portuguese. Tom also recently published Introduction to Water Resources and Environmental Issues,  that has been translated into Arabic with co-author Dr. Karrie Pennington (Cambridge University Press) and, and Colorado Water Law for Non-Lawyers, with co-author P. Andrew Jones (University Press of Colorado.) He has also completed histories of the Colorado Water Conservation Board and the Colorado State Engineer’s Office with Bill McDonald and Dick Stenzel, respectively.
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