Colorado Book Award Winners Announced
Winners of the 2021 Colorado Book Awards were announced and read briefly
on Saturday, June 26, 2021, at an online celebration event. Sixty-two finalists
filled three Zoom rooms for the traditional picture. Over 100 people viewed the
program while it was live, and the program is still available to
view on Facebookand YouTube. A watch-party was held at BookBar to
accommodate a limited live audience.
Special guests included the newly appointed Colorado Humanities & Center for
the Book Board Chair, Taffy Lee, and previous Board Chair Thor Nelson, a
partner at Holland & Hart LLP, who presented the awards.
Sponsored by Outskirts Press and The Colorado Sun, the Colorado Book
Awards recognized outstanding contributions by Colorado authors, editors,
photographers, and illustrators in 17 categories. Additionally, this year the
Colorado Book Awards Lifetime Achievement Award was presented to Charles
F. Wilkinson.
The winners are:
Anthology
Monsters, Movies & Mayhem edited by Kevin J. Anderson (WordFire Press)
Biography
The Scholar and the Struggle: Lawrence Reddick’s Crusade for Black History and
Black Power by David Varel (University of North Carolina Press)
Children’s Literature
Cow Boy Is NOT a Cowboy written and illustrated by Gregory Barrington
(HarperCollins)
Creative Nonfiction
No Option But North: The Migrant World and the Perilous Path Across the
Border written by Kesley Freeman with photography by Tess Freeman (I.G.
Publishing)
General Fiction
Other People’s Pets by R.L. Maizes (Celadon Books)
General Nonfiction
Glitter Up the Dark: How Pop Music Broke the Binary by Sasha Geffen (The
University of Texas Press)

Historical Fiction
Creatures of Charm and Hunger by Molly Tanzer (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt)
History
Yanks Behind the Lines: How the Commission for Relief in Belgium Saved Millions
from Starvation during World War I by Jeffrey B. Miller (Rowman & Littlefield)
Juvenile Literature
Midnight at the Barclay Hotel written by Fleur Bradley, illustrated by Xavier Bonet
(Viking/Penguin Random House)
Lifetime Achievement
Charles F. Wilkinson
Literary Fiction
The Loneliest Band in France: A Novella by Dylan Fisher (Texas Review Press)
Mystery
Shadow Ridge: A Jo Wyatt Mystery by M.E. Browning (Crooked Lane Books (The
Quick Brown Fox & Company))
Pictorial
The American West in Art edited by Thomas Brent Smith and Jennifer "J.R."
Henneman (5 Continents Edition)
Poetry
A History of Kindness by Linda Hogan (Torrey House Press)
Romance
Custodian of the Spirits by Bronwyn Long Borne (The Wild Rose Press)
Science Fiction/Fantasy
Once Again by Catherine Wallace Hope (Alcove Press, an Imprint of Crooked
Lane Books)
Thriller
The Burn Patient: A Vega and Middleton Novel by Sue Hinkin (Literary Wanderlust)
Young Adult Literature
10 Things I Hate about Pinky by Sandhya Menon (Simon & Schuster)
Visit the Colorado Book Awards webpage for a complete list of finalists.

Motheread/Fatheread
Institute on July 19-23, 2021
The MFC Institute trains and certifies
facilitators in the Motheread®
curriculum, which authorizes them to
teach parents
in Motheread/Fathereadsessions
proven to increase the language
growth rate for their children.
Those interested in attending this training should be employees or
volunteers who regularly work with groups of parents with young children
(ages 0-8). The training is free to Colorado residents. Five days of 2-3 hours
of morning online classes with a daily task to complete prior to the
following class earns participants CEUs. Contact Louise Bensen
at louise@coloradohumanities.org or 303 894 7951 x12

Changing the Legacy of Race & Ethnicity
The next Changing the Legacy of
Race & Ethnicity: Conversations for
One America program in the series
will present a panel addressing the
topic of Whites & Racial Justice
online Thursday, August 12, 7 p.m.
MDT. Dr. Dwinita Mosby Tyler will
facilitate a conversation with
journalist and author Helen Thorpe
and former Colorado State Senator
Michael "Mike" Johnston of Gary
Investments. They will explore the
topic and respond to questions and
comments from online participants.
Dr. Dwinita Mosby Tyler is Chief Catalyst and Founder of the Equity
Project, LLC, a consulting firm supporting organizations and communities

in building diversity, equity and inclusion strategies and The HR Shop, LLC,a
human resources firm designed to support non-profits and small
businesses. She is also the former vice president of Children’s Hospital
Colorado and former Executive Director of the Office of Human Resources
for the City and County of Denver and the first African American woman to
hold each of those positions.
Helen Thorpe is a journalist and the author of four books of narrative
nonfiction, Just Like Us, Soldier Girls, The Newcomers, and Finding
Motherland. A former green card holder from Ireland, in her nonfiction she
celebrates the lives of people who have moved between countries:
immigrants, veterans returning home from foreign conflicts, and refugees
seeking resettlement.
Mike Johnston is the President and CEO of Gary Community Investments,
which uses non-profit and for-profit investments to transform the lives of
low income children in Colorado. Mike was a senior education policy
advisor to Barack Obama during the 2008 campaign and transition and
served two terms in the Colorado State Senate, 2009-2017, where he
passed over 100 bills with bipartisan support.
Register to attend, discover resources about this topic, view earlier
programs like "How to Talk to Children about Race," and learn more about
our panelists.
This series is free thanks to our growing list of community partners and
sponsors.
Our community partners include NAACP Aurora Colorado, History
Colorado, Colorado Anti-Defamation League, Aurora Public Library,
Boulder Museum of Contemporary Art, Colorado Black Chamber of
Commerce, Colorado Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, Pine River Library,
Colorado Council of Churches, Mexican Cultural Center Denver, and
Community Organizing at the Center for Health Progress. Our sponsors
are Arapahoe Libraries, Tate Law, and GroundFloor Media | CenterTable.
Our media sponsors are Rocky Mountain Public Media and The Durango
Herald.

More News

Finding Motherland: Essays
about Family, Food, and
Migration by Helen
ThorpeDenver-based writer
Helen Thorpe depicts life on the
dairy farm in Ireland where her
mother was raised, describes
how immigrating to the United
States reshaped her parents, and
shares her experience of
motherhood. She also celebrates
an undocumented mother at a
local public school who faces
enormous economic and social
challenges largely unknown to
many other parents at the
school, and describes the labor
of men who produce the locally
grown food that we all eat.
Finally, she looks back at the Irish
who arrived here in the 1840s
and 1850s, in the wake of the
potato famine, penniless and
starving, in much the same
condition as many of the families
who are immigrating today.
Previously published essays have
been updated, and the collection

The K-9 Superhero
Rocky Mountain Fiction Writers is
a volunteer-run organization that
encourages writers to publish
works of fiction. They strive to
stimulate interest in and
appreciation of the craft of
writing and writers while
providing an uplifting
community. They strive to bring
together many types of creative
minds, hosting events, publishing
fiction, and benefiting all writers
and readers.
If you are interested in dogs, you
will want to check out their
upcoming course titled "The K-9
Superhero." You will learn about
the fascinating elements of dogs
within fiction and the real world
of working dogs through videos,
pictures, and lectures from July 5,
2021 – July 31, 2021.

includes new material that
cannot be found elsewhere. The
ebook is widely available now, an
audiobook is out on Kobo, and
will soon be available on other
sites as well.

Equity, Diversity, Social Justice
and Inclusion Conference
On July 16, 2021, the Colorado
Association of Libraries (CAL) is
holding an "Equity, Diversity,
Social Justice, and Inclusion"
conference. CAL advocates for
library services, information
access, and strives to develop
professionalism within its
members. Learn more, and
register for this event!

Outdoor Storytime
Starting this month, the Denver
Public Library is holding
"Outdoor Storytime" for kids

CookBook BookClub
Every month, BookBar Denver
convenes
their CookBook BookClub where
they highlight a new cookbook at
an online event where people
can try cooking new recipes in
their own kitchens! This month
they are focusing on Cook This
Bookwritten by Molly Baz.
BookBar Denver is a community
space where people come
together to read, talk, eat, drink,
and live in the moment. They
combine wine and books, coffee
and snacks and they even have
an outdoor patio! They are an
independent bookstore which
will help readers search beyond
just top best sellers.

from 10:00 a.m – 10:30 a.m. on
Thursdays until August 26. The
program is designed for children
of all ages and their parents. The
event includes songs, rhymes,
and stories while connecting with
the outdoors. This event will be
held at Pauline Robinson Branch
Library, 5575 E. 33rd Avenue,
Denver CO, 80207. The Denver
Public Library has over two
million items and over 20 branch
locations. To learn more about
them and many other events
visit denverlibrary.org.

Hard Times Denver
Lighthouse Writers is a
community of artists and writers
who find support and education
through writing practices and
workshops. Continuing their
mission of creativity and
compassion, Lighthouse Writers
Workshop is holding a workshop
called "Hard Times Denver," a
free course that provides a kind
community and a creative outlet
for those who may be struggling
with addiction, loss, poverty, and
other difficult situations. Taught
by instructors who lead
participants through writing
prompts that allow participants

Puja Guha and Reed Farrel
Coleman in Conversation
Old Firehouse Books, Northern
Colorado’s largest independent
bookstore offers many different
book clubs and events with local
authors. Old Firehouse Books is
welcoming Puja Guha, the author
of The Airman Legacy series, and
Reed Farrel Coleman, the author
continuing Robert B. Parker’s Jesse
Stone series. The authors will
speak about their latest novels
and explore crime writing ideas.
This free event will also stream on
the Old Firehouse Books
Facebook page on Wednesday,
July 14, 2021 from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.
The address of the in-person
event is 232 Walnut Street, Fort
Collins CO 80524.
Please forward our news
to a friend!

to learn the craft while their
voices and stories are
heard. Register today!
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