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October by Helen Hunt Jackson
Bending above the spicy woods which blaze,
Arch skies so blue they flash, and hold the sun
Immeasurably far; the waters run
Too slow, so freighted are the river-ways
With gold of elms and birches from the maze
Of forests. Chestnuts, clicking one by one,
Escape from satin burs; her fringes done,
The gentian spreads them out in sunny days,



And, like late revelers at dawn, the chance
Of one sweet, mad, last hour, all things assail,
And conquering, flush and spin; while, to enhance
The spell, by sunset door, wrapped in a veil
Of red and purple mists, the summer, pale,
Steals back alone for one more song and dance.

Born on October 15, 1830, Helen Hunt Jackson wrote poetry, children’s
books, travel journals, and novels. She moved from New England to
Colorado Springs after the death of her husband Edward Hunt, and
married William Sharpless Jackson in 1875. She was inducted into the
Colorado Women’s Hall of Fame in 1985, 100 years after her death. A
simple story of her life is told in Helen Hunt Jackson: Colorado’s
Literary Lady, one of the 33 volumes in our Great Lives in Colorado
History series for young readers. We produced Great Lives in partnership
with Filter Press and Denver Public Schools to help provide age-
appropriate history reading for students in our Young Chautauqua
program. Each of the little books is written in English and Spanish, and
contains relevant historical photos and a wealth of information. Great
Lives in Colorado History includes books about 19 Colorado men, and
14 Colorado women, 11 of whom have also been named to the Colorado
Women’s Hall of Fame. I love Great Lives and bought all of them for
myself to help me with my very halting Spanish. I bought a set for my
sister, too. Do you want something on hand for those moments that
benefit from a little light reading? Or, do you have someone you want to
thank or just surprise with a wonderful gift? Please contact me if you do,
and I’ll point you in the right direction. These make great gifts for school
libraries and friends young and old, and can be purchased either as a full
set of 33 or individually.

Thank you for your interest in Colorado Humanities, and happy reading!

— Sandy Tucker
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Colorado Humanities Development Coordinator

Museum on Main Street Moving to Alamosa
Museum on Main Street’s newest exhibition, Crossroads: Change in Rural America,
offers small towns a chance to look at their own paths over the past century and to
highlight the changes that affected their fortunes. The exhibition will prompt
discussions about what happened when America’s rural population became a
minority of the country’s population and the ripple effects that continue today.
Currently in Walsenburg, this traveling exhibition will be in nine additional Colorado
towns and will open in Alamosa on October 16, 2023, at the San Luis Valley
Museum. The opening celebration is on October 20 at 7 p.m., with subsequent events
to follow before the exhibit travels to Trinidad on November 25. Information about
the exhibit and the supplemental events are available on our website.
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The Five States of Colorado – Upcoming Screenings
Designed for a wide range of audiences from elementary school students to adults,
The Five States of Colorado film looks at the history and issues within Colorado’s
five major regions, or “states,” to inform, educate, and serve as a basis for
community discussion. The film is an engaging exploration and illustration of the
history, culture, present-day facts and perspectives, concerns, and needs of each of
the five featured regions: Southern Colorado; Western Colorado; the Eastern Plains;
the Front Range; and Metropolitan Denver. Catch a screening and community
discussion in Avon, Centennial, Trinidad, Durango, or Greeley over the next few
months and keep an eye on our website for additional screenings.

Speakers Bureau Presentations
Exciting events are coming up for our History and Center for the Book Speakers
Bureaus! On October 4, astrophysicist and 2023 Colorado Book Awards Juvenile
Literature winner Jeffrey Bennett will give a presentation on solar eclipses at the
Giodone Library in Pueblo. On October 12,  Angel Vigil will portray El Vaquero and
tell the stories and facts behind this Western legend at Koelbel Library in Centennial.

Seeking Board Members
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Colorado Humanities accepts nominations for the Board of Directors year-round. We
seek nominees who have a passion for the humanities and who can actively support
our mission and goals. We strive for our Board to represent the diverse geographical,
racial, ethnic, occupational, and generational constituencies of our state. To submit a
letter of interest or for more information, contact Executive Director Maggie Coval,
303-894-7951 x14.

Celebrate the Humanities!
For centuries, American arts and humanities have been a beacon of light and
understanding, recording our history and advancing new ways of thinking. Celebrate
National Arts and Humanities Month with us by donating to Colorado Humanities!
Thank you for sending us a check or donating to Colorado Humanities here.

Motheread/Fatheread Training Makes a Difference
Motheread/Fatheread and ChildcareRead curricula help adults, no matter their
reading level, share books with children and have fun while doing so. A trained
Motheread/Fatheread facilitator recently held a class cycle for Afghan families. After
the training she noted, “I can see a big difference in the families after the classes. I
make home visits to the families, and the parents are doing things differently. I hear
it when they tell me about their use of the books, and one mother told me that even
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Message In A Bottle Performance in
Denver
Stories on Stage is a Denver-based
nonprofit theater and literary organization
that gives performances about the shared
human experience of hearing great stories.
“Message in a Bottle,” features Shannon
Altner, making her Stories on Stage
debut. Chip Persons and Gareth Saxe will
join Ms. Altner to perform comical and
moving letters written by entirely fictional
characters, including a phony tennis pro, a
poetic drifter, and a whole slew of crazy
people seeking guidance from an advice
columnist who’s even crazier. Join the
actors at the free milk and cookies
reception after the show. Watch the
performance on Friday, October 13 at 7
p.m. at the Dairy Arts Center, 2590
Walnut St., Boulder and on Sunday,
October 15 at 2 p.m. at Su Teatro Cultural
and Performing Arts Center, 721 Santa
Fe Drive, Denver. Tickets are $26 and
are available at www.storiesonstage.org.

NEA Big Read Kickoff Party
The Word, in partnership with Denver
Arts & Venues and Denver Public
Library, Arts Midwest, History Colorado,
and the National Endowment for the Arts
invites you to join the city-wide book
club, NEA Big Read. Attend the free
kickoff party at the Denver Botanic
Gardens on October 6 and enjoy live
performances and readings, interactive
activities, tours of the Sacred Earth
garden, and much more for the whole
family. Though the event is free,
registration is required at the Denver
Botanic Gardens website.

though she cannot speak or read English well, she can tell stories and talk about the
books. Now her children are coming to her with books every day and they never did
that before.” Visit our Motheread/Fatheread Colorado page to learn more about the
program and its impact on education.

More News
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Filipino American History Month
Celebration
Filipino American History Month, or
FAHM, is celebrated annually in October,
commemorating the arrival of the first
Filipinos in the United States at modern-
day Morro Bay, California on October 18,
1587. On October 22, 2023, the Filipino
American History Month will be
celebrated for the first time at the History
Colorado Center in Denver. The day of
celebration will include presentations
from various Filipino American
organizations in Colorado. Tickets are
available for purchase at History
Colorado.

Proclaiming Colorado's Black History
Exhibit
The Museum of Boulder’s Proclaiming
Black History exhibit opened on
September 29 and aims to give
Coloradans a more inclusive
understanding of the state’s history by
illuminating the stories of Black
Coloradans to help the community
examine attitudes about and acknowledge
the experience of Black people in
Colorado, serving as a launching pad for
community dialogue and a basis for
community action. Colorado Book
Award-winning author Adrian Miller, the
Museum, and other partners will develop

Day of the Dead Family Celebration
Día de Muertos, also known as Day of
the Dead, is a time to celebrate our
deceased loved ones and keep their
memories alive. Running since the year
2000, Longmont Museum’s annual
celebration is the longest-standing Day
of the Dead celebration in Colorado and
attracts more than 6,000 people annually.
Community participation is an essential
part of this holiday full of life, reflection,
food, family, and fun. This street festival
will include music and dance
performances, art and craft activities,
cultural education, delicious food,
downtown business altars, and the
Firehouse Art Center Gigantes
Procession. Learn more at the Longmont
Museum website.
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activities to highlight relevant history and
stories. Visit the Museum of Boulder for
more information on the exhibit and
details about the opening night.

Thank you
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