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Did you know that Chautauqua began as far back as the 1870s? What started
in New York State as training for Sunday school teachers, Chautauqua
evolved into popular educational summer camps for families in New York
and across the country. The circuit, or tent, Chautauqua came along in 1904
as a way to provide rural America with programs similar to those being
offered in larger cities like Chicago. A tent Chautauqua stayed in a
community for several days and offered a variety of cultural events morning,
afternoon, and evening. Community members came together to listen to
politicians, writers, theologians, and distinguished speakers and entertainers
such as President Warren G. Harding, the young Edgar Bergen with his
puppet Charlie McCarthy, William Jennings Bryan, and evangelist Billy
Sunday.



These all inspired today’s humanities Chautauquas that recreate the
communal learning environment as they bring historical figures to life to
engage with audiences. In costume, the Chautauqua scholars deliver
monologues using the historical figure’s words and then answer questions
from the audience as that person would have. Finally, the scholar steps out of
character to answer questions that often explore how lessons from that
character’s life and philosophy relate to us today. The months of August and
September offer special opportunities to attend Colorado Humanities’
Chautauqua events in Colorado.

High Plains Chautauqua will take place this year at the Aims Community
College Welcome Center in Greeley, Colorado, August 5–9. This year's
theme, “Game Changers,” sheds light on individuals who had an enduring
impact on society. The program will feature portrayals of Eleanor Roosevelt,
Albert Einstein, Rachel Carson, Louis Armstrong, and many more. Evening
events include live music starting at 5:15 on the patio, an on-site food truck,
performances from a Young Chautauquan from Greeley-Evans District 6, and
two historical characters. 

For our Coloradans in the Durango area, an entire month of history and arts
programming kicks off September 5 and 6 with performances by nationally
renowned Chautauqua performer Brian “Fox” Ellis who will present as
Meriwether Lewis on Thursday evening and Walt Whitman on Friday
evening at Fort Lewis College. 

Those near the Grand Junction area can enjoy this year's festivities at History
Alive! Colorado West Chautauqua on September 13 and 14, featuring a
social justice theme that highlights the impactful roles that Frederick
Douglass, Francis Perkins, Lucy Stone, and Cesar Chavez each played in
shaping history. Be sure to join us Saturday morning for a panel discussion
around ideas of social justice and what these mean in 2024.

These family-friendly events are all free and open to the public. You can also
enjoy Chautauqua year round by attending an event from our History
Speakers Bureau or by submitting a request for a speaker.
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History Programs Coordinator

2024 Colorado Book Award Winners Announced
Colorado Humanities & Center for the Book honored the 2024 Colorado Book
Awards finalists and announced the winners in 15 categories at a celebration on June
21, at the beautiful Tivoli Turnhalle theater on the Auraria campus. Finalists, press,
supporters, and book lovers attended to celebrate Colorado’s great and diverse
literary talent. You can watch the event on Facebook and YouTube and view the full
list of winners on our website.

The Five States of Colorado Upcoming Screenings
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On July 13, the Blue Sage Center for the Arts in Paonia will host a screening of The
Five States of Colorado, a captivating film exploring the diverse landscapes, history,
cultures, concerns and perspectives that define Colorado. Attendees will embark on a
visual journey through the state's unique regions, discovering the beauty and stories
that make Colorado truly remarkable. For those in Grand Junction, there will be
another screening at the Mesa County Libraries Central Library on August 1 and at
Clifton Branch Library on August 3, offering more opportunities to experience this
incredible, award-winning film. Check out our calendar for screening information.

Bilingual Poetry/Poesía Bilingüe
Through Colorado Humanities’ Latiné Partnership, Colorado Alliance of Latino
Mentors and Authors (CALMA) will host an afternoon of bilingual poetry on July 20
at 2 p.m. at Denver Woman’s Press Club. Readings by eight local poets will enhance
the joy of the Spanish language through a bilingual poetry presentation in which each
poem is read in English and Spanish. This event is free of charge, but reservations
are required. RSVP at rsvp@dwpconline.org.

Museum on Main Street moves to Sterling
Starting August 5, the Smithsonian exhibit Crossroads: Change in Rural America
will be available to view in Sterling at the Overland Trail Museum. The exhibit takes
a broad look at the characteristics of rural America, how an attraction to and
interaction with the land formed the basis of rural America, and how these
communities and small towns evolve. The museum is open Monday through
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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Remembering Bruce Broderius
Bruce Broderius dedicated his life to public education. A
former University of Northern Colorado professor of
education, he served on the Greeley-Evans District 6
school board, leading it as president for five years. He
supported and assisted countless community efforts,
including fundraising for the new High Plains Library
District’s Library Innovation Center.

National Book Festival Selections
The 24th annual Library of Congress National Book Festival will take place at the
Walter E. Washington Convention Center in Washington, D.C. on Saturday, August
24. A selection of programs will be livestreamed online, with videos of all programs
available to watch after the Festival. This year, Colorado will be represented by
Vauhini Vara, winner of the 2023 Colorado Book Award for General Fiction, with her
book The Immortal King Rao (adult title), and Meg Long, winner of the 2023
Colorado Book Award for Young Adult Literature, with her book Cold the Night,
Fast the Wolves.

Bruce Broderius was introduced to Colorado Humanities by members of a group of
Greeley civic and cultural leaders who were exploring with us the idea of a
community Chautauqua festival. He was unanimously “volunteered” to lead the
planning phases and later the steering committee. The Chautauqua that we
envisioned was new to Colorado. We had identified Greeley as the ideal community
to work with to develop an annual community-based event that explored history in
entertaining and accessible ways. Bruce accepted the challenge with enthusiasm,
dedicating more time than we could ever imagine from a volunteer, and sweeping
along people from across the community in his wake of enthusiasm. The result was
High Plains Chautauqua, now in its 23rd year. Bruce involved his family in the High
Plains Chautauqua and their involvement continues today. Bruce was also a member
of the Colorado Humanities Board of Directors from 2003 to 2007, representing the
perspectives of northern Colorado and sharing his strong beliefs in the value of
public education and public libraries. His legacy is significant and he will be missed. 

Other News



Fort Collins Book Festival Call for
Authors
The Fort Collins Book Festival is now
accepting proposals for talks, readings,
panels, workshops, and other events for
next year’s festival in Fort Collins on
February 7 - 17, 2025. Authors should
have a tie or connection to Colorado or
surrounding states and a book that was
recently published or is forthcoming in
the next year. All featured authors will
receive an honorarium. Funding for
travel and lodging may be available, too.
To propose an event, complete the form.
If you have any questions, contact Talent
Committee Co-Chair Jake Friedman at
jake.friedman@colostate.edu.

Interview: Annie Dawid on Paradise
Undone: A Novel of Jonestown
2024 Colorado Book Award Winner
Annie Dawid recently did an interview
with YouTuber Chris Shelton discussing
the history, psychology, and life of Jim
Jones and the People's Temple as
described in the historical fiction novel
Paradise Undone: A Novel of Jonestown.
The interview is available on YouTube or
by clicking above.

New Little Free Library Stand
The Little Free Library has a new spot
in Westwood outside the Denver Indian
Center! This library stand has young
adult books by authors who are Black,
Indigenous, and People of Color
(BIPOC). One of the books you can
find there is Rez Ball by Byron Graves,
which won the 2024 Colorado Book
Award for Young Adult books. Read
Byron’s interview with Denver 7 here.

CALMA Releases Anthology Book
CALMA’s new anthology book, Ramas
y Raices, celebrates their diverse voices
and stories. This collection highlights
the rich cultural heritage and creativity
of local authors, including past
Colorado Book Award finalist and
winner Mario Acevedo. Dive into these
authors’ works and discover the vibrant
literary talent thriving in our
community!
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Please contribute!
We hope you are inspired to donate to our work. The interest and insight you
express by your support are important, and your contribution is an
investment in Colorado.

Donate

Thank you to our sponsors
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Colorado Humanities, 7935 E. Prentice Ave, Ste. 450, Greenwood Village, CO 80111, United States

https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5LE
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5LE
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5LF
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5LF
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5LG
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5LG
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5LH
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5LH
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5LI
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5LI
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5LJ
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5LJ
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5LK
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5LK
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5LL
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5LL
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5LM
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5LM
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5PD
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5PD
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5PE
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5PE
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5PF
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5PF
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5PG
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5PG
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5PH
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5PH
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5PI
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5PI
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5PJ
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5PJ
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5PK
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5PK
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5PL
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5PL
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5PM
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5PM
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5LD
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5DD
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5DD
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5TD
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5TD
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5TE
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5TE
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5TF
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5TF
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5TG
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIIXnL5KF5zN5JhONr~aEjugQfkM0xX5XKUnGZ68Kq-Uy.zeZr3I2mi_g~k_YyZ5TG
https://cohumanities.triplecampaign.com/proc.php?nl=6&c=608&m=609&s=509b2e0534e30ae3bea782057a105faa&act=unsub
https://www.google.com/maps/search/7935+E.+Prentice+Ave,+Ste.+450,+Greenwood+Village,+CO+80111,+United+States?entry=gmail&source=g

