PROGRAM STATUS UPDATE
February 24, 2026

COLORADO CENTER FOR THE BOOK
· Crisosto Apache appointed as Colorado Poet Laureate; program planning collaborations with CCI, The Word, and CPL Anthology are underway
· Submissions for the 2026 Colorado Book Awards are open; the call for volunteer judges is out; new partnership with MSU Denver and Dphi; ceremony Sept. 26th
· CO150 Reading List hosted on our website; cross-promotion with CO150 Film Festival (statewide tour by Denver Film)
· Meeting with prospective community partners for early childhood literacy (Unite for Literacy partnership)
· Opportunity: PBS Books’ American Stories feature on Colorado authors, books, and literary places

CONVERSATIONS
· CO150 Community Conversations curriculum under development; aligns with Aspen Institute American 250 curriculum
· Facilitator Training scheduled for April; Aspen Institute will add value training opportunity
· Planning underway for the first co-facilitated 250-150 conversation with cross-sector leaders in Colorado
· Planning underway with community partners in Five Points for By the People (contract with the Smithsonian/FSHC)
· Tentative: Conversations for CO150 Film Festival

CULTURAL HERITAGE
· Black History Live Tour, first and last week of February; hit our fundraising goal; strong audience turnout and positive feedback
· Museum on Main Street: Spark! Innovation kick-off in DC the first week of March; received private invitation to apply for underwriting; tour would be in 2027
· Program partners in Greeley and Grand Junction are running Young Chautauqua this spring semester
· All three Chautauqua festivals are proceeding with plans for 2026
· Goal: Transition High Plains Chautauqua to a formal fiscal sponsorship agreement
